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The normel pre-war output of the Plrmasens shoe industry was
approximately 3,000,000 peirs of leather shoes per month. In
July 1947, that output wes down to about 240,000 pairs, which

" has renalned the average ronthly oubput {for several wmonths. For
the most part the production decrease 1s due to %1e combinaticn
ot raw material shortages and the 1946-1947 dlsmantlings of
uedern American machinery. At present 2,000,000 palrs of shoes
are stored in Pirmasens, blocked by French orders.

Formerly Pimasens recelved leather from the largsst FBuropean
tanner of calfsking, the Heyl Cowpany of Viorms, Recently, how-
ever, Plrmasens has been reduced to utilizing whatever rew
materials were available in thie French Zone. Theysohn &
Heumach, a Plrmesens firm, fer instance, is producing small
quantities of shoes and sandals from a synthetiec material
called imellt, a by-product of buna &t IG Parben, Ludwigshafen.
Up to Januery 1947, the delly production of igelit was sufficient
for 10,000 paira of shoes. The buna production at IG Farben
drupped sharply after Janucry as a direct result of the coal
shiortage. The lmportance of this source of supply i1s now
negiigible. -

Principal purchasers of Pirmasens shoeg are France, Afrina,
Switzerland, and the German bleck market. Oficomex handies all
sxport shipment crders. It 13 known thet large lut unknown
guantities of shcer f£lew into blackmarket chunrels. For
instance, at the rallwa); statlon of the small town of Ingelheim
between Vainc and Bingen, 25,000 railroad tickets to Pirmasens
were sold in the thrse-month period {'rom ¥ay throusgh July 1947.
The explanation is thut Ingelheim is a frult-growing region,
and during the past sumner tw swmeall baskets of frult bought_
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Two instances of French policy are noteworthy:

a. Starting in January 1947, action was begun by order of the
French authorities to ccnsolidate the approximetely 350
Pirmasens shoe enterprises into 150, ostensibly to save
electric pover and to set free manpower for use in other
industries. This adriristrative and ecohomic coricentration
was to have been completed by 1 October 1947. The 350
enterprises concerned were of all sizes, rangirng from 1200
wrkers and erployees at the Rhelnberger firm down to small
shops employing only tws persons.

b. The Pirrmasens firm Theysohn & Feumach applied for snd
received pcrmlsslon to buy & large trsct of lard on which
to bulld a factory for the ranufscture of ‘gelit shoes and
sandals. Subsequently, the firr was requested to sell its
production patents to I'rench lnterests, It refused, and.
pernmission to buy the land in questiorn was tr.ereupon vithdrawn.

Svurce states thet on the German warket Pirmwacens is not in a
position to co:pete with shoe inductries in the British (Term-
elskirchien) and American (Hanau, Offenbach, Ylrberg) Zones,
and that this is due to the folloving factors:

8., Disrantling of nodern machinery

b. Disproportionately nipgh production costs resulting from
inefficient utilization of tke means of production.

c. Over-ared worksrs ' !

1t 1s not antiecipated that une rirmesens shoe industry will he
able to compete in the world market for some time to come
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